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faith that he had in his own pre-vision regarding the issue has not, we fear,
been the guiding star in the much more difficult task of reconstruction.
Nor, indeed, could it be said that His Excellency took the correct view
of the times that were to follow. Forming expectations which were never
to be realised, Lord Milner framed a top-heavy structure on a weak founda-
tion. The result has been enormous expenditure on the administration
of the country without an adequate return. In spite of His Lordship's
unceasing attention to every detail of administration, and his great industry,
the difficult problems, such as the labour question, the Native question
and the Asiatic question, could not be said to have been solved in a
satisfactory manner. The importation of Chinese labour is yet in the
experimental stage, and it would be too early to pronounce a definite opinion
one way or the other. The vacillating policy adopted regarding the Native
and the Asiatic questions has satisfied neither party, and with respect to
the latter, even "national honour" has suffered in His Lordship's hands.
Thus, it is doubtful whether Lord Milner will rank as a first-class const-
ructive statesman.

If it be true, as the London papers inform us, that there will very
soon be a change of power in England, it would be interesting to know
what the outgoing government intend to do for Lord Milner's services
to the Empire and the Conservative Party. We know that, some months
ago, it was given out that His Lordship was a very likely successor to Lord
Curzon at Calcutta. He would then be no doubt perfectly free from inter-
ference by the Liberal ministers and, apart from the Imperial view of
bestowing such patronages, the Conservative Government have nothing
better to offer to His Lordship. The speculation, therefore, is of more
than passing interest to the British Indians in South Africa. We wonder
whether the author of the despatch to Mr. Lyttelton, in the recently
published Blue book on the British Indian question, will retain strong
anti-Indian prejudices which have been allowed to colour that document,
when he has been translated to the Viceregal throne.
Indian Opinion, 22-10-1904

232. LTDENBURG INDIANS
The authorities at Lydenburg have given notice to the Indians
to remove to the Bazaar for sleeping, within seven days, on pain of
being prosecuted for disobedience. A similar threat was held out in
Potchefstroom some time ago and nothing came out of it. In view of the
emphatic dictum of the Chief Justice of the Transvaal1, one would have
thought that the Indians would be left undisturbed. But evidently, it is
not to be so. The only remedy for our countrymen under the circum-
stances is to sit still and watch events.
Indian Opinion, 22-10-1904
1 Vide "The Test Case", 21-5-1904